
2 0 2 3
A N N U A L
R E P O R T

C H I P P E W A  C O U N T Y  H E A L T H  D E P A R T M E N T

www.chippewahd.com                  (906)635-1566               contact@chippewahd.com



F R O M  T H E  H E A L T H
O F F I C E R :

P A G E  0 2

2023

The power of community to create health is far

greater than any physician, clinic or hospital-

                                                  Mark Hyman
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T O  C O N T R I B U T E  T O  T H E  P R E S E N T
A N D  F U T U R E  H E A L T H  O F  P E R S O N S
R E S I D I N G ,  V I S I T I N G ,  O R  W O R K I N G
I N  O U R  S E R V I C E  A R E A S  B Y  D I R E C T

P R O V I S I O N  O F  S E R V I C E S ;  B Y
F A C I L I T A T I N G  T H E  D E L I V E R Y  O F
S E R V I C E S  P R O V I D E D  B Y  O T H E R S ;

A N D  B Y  M O N I T O R I N G  A N D
R E G U L A T I N G  A C T I V I T I E S  T H A T  M A Y

H A V E  A N  I M P A C T  O N  T H E  H E A L T H
O F  T H E S E  C O M M U N I T I E S .
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KAREN SENKUS,  HEALTH OFFICER
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DJ  WELTON,  FINANCE DIRECTOR
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THIS  YEAR PRESENTED MANY OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHIPPEWA COUNTY
HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO PARTICIPATE IN PREPARING FOR EMERGENCIES .

THERE WERE TWO DRIVE THRU CLINICS HELD TO PREPARE STAFF FOR A MASS
VACCINATION EVENT,  ONE WAS HELD IN THE CITY OF SAULT STE.  MARIE,  AND

A CLINIC WAS HELD IN KINROSS.  IT  NOT ONLY ASSISTS STAFF FROM ALL
DIVISIONS OF THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO PREPARE,  BUT IT  ALSO PROVIDES

VACCINATIONS TO RESIDENTS QUICKLY AND CONVENIENTLY.
 



STEVE CAREY,  CHIPPEWA COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS COORDINATOR (EPC)  PARTICIPATED IN THE US OIL  &

USCG FULL SCALE FROG POND EXERCISE AND THE REGION 8
INTEGRATED PREPAREDNESS PLANNING WORKSHOP WHICH INCLUDED

AN ANTHRAX TABLETOP EXERCISE.  STEVE WAS ALSO AN EVALUATOR
FOR THE CIU FULL SCALE EXERCISE.  

FROG POND FULL-SCALE EXERCISE WAS A  WORST-CASE SCENARIO OIL
SPILL EXERCISE IN ROGERS CITY HOSTED BY US OIL  AND THE UNITED

STATES COAST GUARD.  INCLUDED PARTICIPANTS FROM ACROSS
MICHIGAN EXERCISING EQUIPMENT DEPLOYMENT,  STANDING UP A
FULL ICS  RESPONSE AND DEVELOPING AN INCIDENT ACTION PLAN.

REGION 8  INTEGRATED PREPAREDNESS PLANNING WORKSHOP WAS A
PLANNING WORKSHOP FOR REGION 8  PUBLIC HEALTH EPCS AND

COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGERS TO DEVELOP COLLABORATIVE MULTI-
YEAR TRAINING AND EXERCISE PLANS TO PREPARED FOR PUBLIC
HEALTH EMERGENCIES .  IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE WORKSHOP

REGION 8  EPCS CONDUCTED A MASS-DISPENSING TABLETOP EXERCISE
INVOLVING AN ANTHRAX RELEASE SCENARIO WITH THE EMS AND

OTHER MEETING PARTICIPANTS.
THE CIU FULL SCALE WAS AN EXERCISE SIMULATING A PLANE /  DRONE
COLLISION AND EMERGENCY LANDING AT CHIPPEWA INTERNATIONAL

AIRPORT.   PARTICIPANTS INCLUDE FIRE,  EMS,  AND POLICE FROM
ACROSS CHIPPEWA COUNTY.
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THE SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DIVISION PLAY A
VITAL ROLE IN KEEPING BOTH RESIDENTS AND VISITORS SAFE.   STAFF NOT

ONLY MONITOR AND INSPECT,  BUT THEY ALSO PROVIDE EDUCATION.
COMPLAINTS ARE INVESTIGATED,  AND WHEN NECESSARY,  REGULATIONS ARE

ENFORCED.  WORK IS  PERFORMED IN THE FIELD,  IN ALL WEATHER
CONDITIONS.  INFORMATION CONCERNING LOCATIONS OF WELLS AND SEPTIC

SYSTEMS ON SPECIFIC PROPERTIES IS  PROVIDED TO HOMEOWNERS ON A
REGULAR BASIS .

FOSTER CARE/DAYCARE INSPECTIONS:  21
PUBLIC SWIMMING POOLS/SPA INSPECTIONS:  13  (2  ENFORCEMENTS)
CAMPGROUND INSPECTIONS:  35  ( 1  ENFORCEMENT:  1  COMPLAINT)
BODY ART INSPECTIONS:  8  ( 1  PLAN RECEIVED)
WATER SUPPLIES :  (2  ENFORCMENTS)
     APPLICATIONS:  122
     S ITE VISITS:  158
     PERMITS ISSUED:  1 10
BEACH SAMPLES:  159  (3  WARNINGS)
CITY BACTI  WATER SAMPLES:  804  (63  POSITIVE SAMPLES)
FOOD INSPECTIONS:  
     TEMPORARY:  29
     F IXED FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS:  308  (5  ENFORCEMENTS,  19  COMPLAINTS,  

           8  PLANS RECEIVED)
     MOBILE:  3
     OTHER/STFU:  15  (3  PLANS RECEIVED)
PRIVATE/COMMERCIAL SEWAGE:  
     APPLICATIONS:  134
     S ITE VISITS:  295
     PERMITS ISSUED:  1 15
     ENFORCEMENTS:  13
     COMPLAINTS:  6
SEPTIC TRUCK & LAND APPLICATIONS:  1 7
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J U S T  L I K E  T H E  M A I L ,  O U R  H O M E  H E A L T H  &  H O S P I C E
S T A F F  R E S P O N D  N O  M A T T E R  T H E  W E A T H E R .  C H I P P E W A

C O U N T Y  H E A L T H  D E P A R T M E N T  S T A F F  A L S O  R E S P O N D
N O  M A T T E R  T H E  T I M E ,  E V E N I N G S ,  W E E K E N D S ,  H O L I D A Y ,
W E  T R U L Y  A P P R E C I A T E  T H E  D E D I C A T I O N  O F  O U R  S T A F F

T O  T H E  M E M B E R S  O F  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y .  C H I P P E W A
C O U N T Y  R E S I D E N T S  A R E  A B L E  T O  O B T A I N  Q U A L I T Y  A N D

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S  I N  T H E I R  O W N  H O M E .
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T H E  P E R S O N A L  A N D  F A M I L Y  H E A L T H  D I V I S I O N  I S  R E S P O N S I B L E  F O R
T H E  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  A N D  O V E R S I G H T  O F  A  L A R G E  N U M B E R  O F

P R O G R A M S ,  D E M O N S T R A T E D  B Y  T H E  S T A T I S T I C S .

F A M I L Y  P L A N N I N G  C L I E N T S :  4 0 5
B R E A S T  A N D  C E R V I C A L  C A N C E R  C L I E N T S :  7
M A T E R N A L  I N F A N T  H E A L T H  P R O G R A M  
     M A T E R N A L  V I S I T S :  1 8 2
     I N F A N T  V I S I T S :  4 4 1
W O M A N ,  I N F A N T S ,  &  C H I L D R E N :  6 3 5  ( A V E R A G E  C A S E L O A D  P E R
M O N T H )
     W I C  F O O D  D O L L A R S  S P E N T  I N  C H I P P E W A  C O U N T Y :  $ 4 6 6 ,  4 0 0 . 7 8
H E A R I N G  S C R E E N I N G S :  5 2 3
V I S I O N  S C R E E N I N G S :  8 2 7
I M M U N I Z A T I O N S :  5 1 5 1
C H I L D R E N ’ S  S P E C I A L  H E A L T H  C A R E :  1 6 0  ( A V E R A G E  C A S E L O A D  P E R
M O N T H )
H E P A T I T I S  C  T E S T S :  1 4 1
H I V  T E S T S :  1 6 0
S Y P H I L L I S  T E S T S :  1 5 0

T H E  N U M B E R S  Q U A N T I F Y  T H E  S E R V I C E S  P R O V I D E D ,  B U T  T H E
Q U A L I T A T I V E  D A T A  I S  A  T R U E  R E F L E C T I O N  O F  T H E  V A L U E  O F  T H E

S E R V I C E S  P R O V I D E D  T O  C H I P P E W A  C O U N T Y .  T H E  A M O U N T  O F
E D U C A T I O N  P R O V I D E D  T O  C L I E N T S  I S  I M M E A S U R A B L E ,  F R O M  F R O N T
O F F I C E  S T A F F  A S S I S T I N G  C L I E N T S  T O  F I N D  S E R V I C E S  T H E Y  N E E D ,  T O

T H E  B R E A S T F E E D I N G  P E E R  C O U N S E L O R  H E L P I N G  A  N E W  M O T H E R  F E E D
H E R  C H I L D ,  T O  N U R S E S  T E A C H I N G  A B O U T  T H E  I M P O R T A N C E  O F

I M M U N I Z A T I O N S .  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  H E A L T H  W O R K E R S  A T T E N D  E V E N T S
T O  H E L P  R A I S E  A W A R E N E S S  O F  W H A T  T H E  H E A L T H  D E P A R T M E N T  H A S
T O  O F F E R ,  A N D  A S  T R A I N E D  M E D I C A I D  N A V I G A T O R S  T H E Y  C A N  A S S I S T

C L I E N T S  T O  A P P L Y  F O R  I N S U R A N C E .  
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W E  M E E T  C L I E N T S  W H E R E  T H E Y  A R E
T O  F U L F I L L  T H E I R  N E E D S .  T H I S  I S

W H A T  M A K E S  T H E  C H I P P E W A  C O U N T Y
H E A L T H  D E P A R T M E N T  A N D  O U R

E M P L O Y E E S  A N  I N T E G R A L  P A R T  O F
T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  W E  S E R V E .  M A N Y  O F

O U R  C L I E N T S  R E C E I V E  S E R V I C E S
F R O M  A  N U M B E R  O F  P R O G R A M S ,  A N D

T H E  P R O G R A M S  F E A T U R E D  O N  T H E
F O L L O W I N G  P A G E S  A R E  A N

A D D I T I O N A L  S A F E T Y  N E T  T O  E N S U R E
T H E  N E E D S  O F  A L L  C O M M U N I T Y

M E M B E R S  A R E  M E T .
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H A R M  R E D U C T I O N  P R O V I D E S  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  S U P P O R T  T O
T H O S E  S U F F E R I N G  F R O M  S U B S T A N C E  U S E  D I S O R D E R .

P A R T I C I P A N T S  A R E  P R O V I D E D  W I T H  C L E A N  S U P P L I E S  T O
P R E V E N T  T H E  S P R E A D  O F  C O M M U N I C A B L E  D I S E A S E S .  U S E D
S U P P L I E S  A R E  T U R N E D  I N  A N D  A R E  D I S P O S E D  O F  S A F E L Y .  

T O T A L  C L I E N T S :  3 9 9
S Y R I N G E S  D I S P E N S E D :  2 6 ,  1 7 0
S Y R I N G E S  R E T U R N E D :  1 8 ,  1 9 0
N A R C A N  D I S T R I B U T E D :  2 5 2

S U C C E S S F U L  N A R C A N  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  R E P O R T E D :  4
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U P P E R  P E N I N S U L A  M . O . M .  P R O G R A M  I S  A  P R O G R A M  T H A T
P R O V I D E S  S U P P O R T  F O R  W O M E N  W H O  A R E  P R E G N A N T

A N D  U P  T O  1 2  M O N T H S  P O S T - P A R T U M  W H O  H A V E  A
H I S T O R Y  O R  A R E  C U R R E N T L Y  E X P E R I E N C I N G  A

S U B S T A N C E  U S E  D I S O R D E R .  T H E  M O M S  S U P P O R T  W O R K E R
A S S I S T S  T H E  C L I E N T  I N  S E C U R I N G  B A S I C  N E E D S ,  F R O M

F O O D  T O  H O U S I N G  T O  C A R E  C O O R D I N A T I O N .  T H E
C A S E L O A D  F O R  T H E  U P  M O M S  S U P P O R T  W O R K E R  V A R I E S ,

A V E R A G I N G  8  T O  1 0  C L I E N T S .  O U R  S U P P O R T  W O R K E R  I S
A L S O  A  C E R T I F I E D  C A R  S E A T  T E C H N I C I A N .
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K I N D E R G A R T E N  O R A L  H E A L T H  S C R E E N I N G S  A R E
P R O V I D E D  T O  C O M P L Y  W I T H  P U B L I C  A C T  2 6 1  O F  2 0 2 0 ,

W H I C H  E N S U R E S  T H A T  C H I L D R E N  E N T E R I N G
K I N D E R G A R T E N  O R  F I R S T  G R A D E  H A V E  A  D E N T A L  O R A L

H E A L T H  A S S E S S M E N T  P R I O R  T O  E N T R O L L M E N T .  A
L I C E N S E D  D E N T A L  H Y G I E N I S T  P R O V I D E D  S C R E E N I N G S

T O  2 9 3  C H I L D R E N  I N  2 0 2 3 .
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T H E  S A U L T  H E A L T H  A D O L E S C E N T  C A R E  C E N T E R  P R O V I D E S
N O T  O N L Y  D I R E C T  C A R E  T O  S T U D E N T S ,  B U T  A L S O  P E A C E  O F

M I N D  T O  P A R E N T S  A N D  G U A R D I A N S ,  W H O  K N O W  T H A T
T H E I R  C H I L D R E N  A R E  A B L E  T O  A C C E S S  H E A L T H  C A R E  A T
S C H O O L  I F  I T  I S  N E E D E D .  O U R  T E A M  I N C L U D E S  A  N U R S E

P R A C T I T I O N E R ,  A  M E D I C A L  A S S I S T A N T ,  T H E R A P I S T S  A N D
S U P P O R T  S T A F F  I N  O R D E R  T O  E N S U R E  S T U D E N T S  H A V E  T H E

C A R E  T H E Y  N E E D  T O  S U C C E E D  I N  S C H O O L .

EDUCATION REFERRALS:
VAPE:  37
CIGARETTE TOBACCO:  4
ALCOHOL:  5
MARIJUANA:  13

SERVICES:
CHRONIC DISEASE MANAGEMENT:  124
HEALTH PROMO/RISK RED:  6050
IMMUNIZATIONS:  287
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICE/CNSLG:  742
SUBSTANCE ABUSE AX/DX/TX:  1 74
GENERAL MEDICAL:  879
HEARING AND VISION:  202
MISC CLIENT SERVICES:  358
IMPACT TESTING BASELINE:  1 7 1
IMPACT TESTING POST CONCUSSION:  46

T O T A L  V I S I T S :  1 3 9 7
U N D U P L I C A T E D  C L I E N T S :  3 1 0
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“ A N  O U N C E  O F  P R E V E N T I O N  I S  W O R T H  A  P O U N D  O F
C U R E ” - B E N J A M I N  F R A N K L I N ,  1 7 3 6

T H I S  S T I L L  H O L D S  T R U E  T O D A Y  A S  Y O U T H  A R E  F A C E D
W I T H  M U L T I P L E  O B S T A C L E S  T H A T  C A N  I N T E R F E R E

W I T H  T H E I R  A B I L I T Y  T O  F U L F I L L  T H E I R  H O P E S  A N D
D R E A M S .  C L A S S E S  T A U G H T  B Y  O U R  H E A L T H

E D U C A T O R S  A S S I S T  W H E N  H E L P  I S  N E E D E D .  O U R
H E A L T H  E D U C A T O R S  A L S O  L E A D  E V E N T S

T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y ,  I N C L U D I N G  T H E
S U I C I D E  P R E V E N T I O N  W A L K  A N D  D E A  D R U G

T A K E B A C K  E V E N T S .

COMMUNITIES THAT CARE
CATCH MY BREATH (460 PARTICIPANTS)
GUIDING GOOD CHOICES (4  PARTICIPANTS)
PRIME FOR LIFE ( 18  PARTICIPANTS)
INDEPTH (41  PARTICIPANTS)

EDUCATION:
VAPE:  37  STUDENTS
TOBACCO:  4  STUDENTS
MARIJUANA:  13  STUDENTS
ALCOHOL:  5  STUDENTS
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S U I C I D E  P R E V E N T I O N
A W A R E N E S S  W A L K  S A U L T  S T E

M A R I E  A N D  B R I M L E Y
( S E P T E M B E R )

N A T I V E  E L D E R ’ S  C O N F E R E N C E
( O C T O B E R )

N A T I O N A L  D R U G  A N D
A L C O H O L  F A C T  W E E K  ( M A R C H )

D E A  T A K E  B A C K  D A Y S  ( A P R I L
A N D  O C T O B E R )

T E E N  H E A L T H  F A I R  ( A P R I L )
N A T I O N A L  P R E V E N T I O N  W E E K

( M A Y )



L P H  C A R E S P A G E  2 2

C H I P P E W A  C O U N T Y  H E A L T H  D E P A R T M E N T  R E C E I V E D  A
G R A N T  I N  O R D E R  T O  P R O M O T E  T H E  S E R V I C E S  H E A L T H

D E P A R T M E N T  O F F E R E D  P O S T - C O V I D .  C H I P P E W A  C O U N T Y
J O I N E D  F O R C E S  W I T H  O T H E R  H E A L T H  D E P A R T M E N T S  I N
T H E  U P P E R  P E N I N S U L A  A N D  F O R M E D  A  T E A M  T O  C R E A T E
C O M M E R C I A L S  A N D  E D U C A T E  T H E  P U B L I C  O N  T H E  W I D E

V A R I E T Y  O F  S E R V I C E S  A V A I L A B L E .  O U R  H E A L T H
D E P A R T M E N T  A L S O  U S E D  P A R T  O F  T H E  F U N D I N G  T O

A D V E R T I S E  O N  L O C A L  T R A N S I T  B U S E S ,  W H I C H  H E L P E D
S P R E A D  T H E  W O R D  A N D  S U B S I D I Z E  P U B L I C  T R A N S I T .
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D U E  T O  T H E  C O L L A B O R A T I O N  W I T H  T H E  O T H E R
H E A L T H  D E P A R T M E N T S  A N D  T H E  P O O L I N G  O F  F U N D S ,

T H E R E  W E R E  A L S O  T W O  B I L L B O A R D S .
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T H E  A N N U A L  R U R A L  &  R E A D Y  S Y M P O S I U M  W A S  H E L D  I N
A U G U S T  A T  K E W A D I N  C A S I N O S .  T H E  P U R P O S E  O F  T H E

G A T H E R I N G  I S  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  N E T W O R K I N G ,  S O
A G E N C I E S  I N  R U R A L  A R E A S  K N O W  W H A T  R E S O U R C E S  A R E

A V A I L A B L E  I N  T I M E S  O F  E M E R G E N C Y .  T H E R E  W E R E  1 0 0
P A R T I C I P A N T S  O N  D A Y  O N E  A N D  1 1 5  O N  D A Y  T W O .
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